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For further information contact Jenni Broom, RMS National Coordinator on 09 276 6423 (work) or 
021 165 0234 
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6 June 2006 
 

Celebrating refugees 
 
World Refugee Day, Tuesday 20 June, is a day to celebrate both the courage and resilience of refugees 
and the goodwill of host communities who welcome them to their new homes  
 
Former refugees, community volunteers, NGOs and government departments who work with them will 
join together in Auckland on 20 June to mark the occasion with an evening of cultural performances, 
speeches and shared food.  The speakers will discuss the realities, challenges and rewards of refugee 
resettlement from the perspectives of being a former refugee and working in a refugee camp through to 
dealing with the practicalities of resettlement at an Auckland local government level.  
 
The event will take place at Kings College in Otahuhu, a school with a long history of support for 
refugee communities.   
 
The United Nations General Assembly established 20 June as World Refugee Day in 2001.  Since then 
it has been celebrated around the world each year as a salute to the indomitable spirit and courage of 
the world's refugees. 
 
This year’s theme is hope.  In every step of their arduous journey refugees carry with them an 
unshakable, unrelenting hope.  By hanging on to their hopes for basic survival, sustenance and 
protection, and for the chance to one day rebuild their lives, refugees defy all odds 
 
While there are over nine million refugees in the world today only a very small percentage of those will 
ever be accepted for resettlement in another country.  New Zealand is one of merely a handful of 
countries worldwide which accept a guaranteed quota of refugees each year, taking 750 annually. 
 
This year’s event has been jointly organised by Kings College, RMS Refugee Resettlement, Refugees 
as Survivors, Auckland University of Technology, the Department of Labour, Ministry of Education and 
the Office of Ethnic Affairs.  The celebrations begin on 20 June at 6.00pm and will run until 8.30pm.   
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For further information contact: 
Janet Mathewson, RMS Regional Development Coordinator 
09 629 6421 (W) 027 319 0164 
 


