6 June 2007

WORLD REFUGEE DAY — June 20 - 2007

The theme for this year’'s World Refugee Day is the “Voices of Young
Refugees”. Sixteen year old Afghani Latifa Afzali, will be welcoming guests on
behalf of the refugee community at a World Refugee Day event being held at
the Christchurch Polytechnic on Saturday June 16 from 10.30am to 2pm.

Latifa and her family arrived in January 2005 and after a six week orientation
programme at Mangere Refugee Reception Centre flew down to Christchurch
to be reunited with twenty three year old brother and son Lutfi. He was one of
the ‘Tampa boys” as they’ve become known, and is now studying engineering
at Christchurch Polytechnic.

About 130 refugees from Afghanistan who were rescued mid-ocean by the
Norwegian freighter Tampa were accepted by New Zealand in 2001 after
Australia had made them unwelcome. They included teenage boys who had
escaped without family members. Under New Zealand’s family reunification
policy they and their parents and siblings were eventually reunited

There are six children in the Afzali family with Mum and her school age
children, all doing extremely well at the Hagley Community College.

Latifa also works in the weekends at “Funky Pumpkin” vegetable shop and is
keen on pursing a nursing career once she finishes college.

Often the burden of integration weighs upon the shoulders of young refugees
who are not only faced with their own responsibilities of learning a new
language, attending school (sometimes for the first time in many years)
finding work, adjusting to their new lives as well as helping their parents.

They are often the only link to their community and will become the interpreter
on many occasions which is not always ideal or appropriate.

The event at CPIT will open with Paul Uban Jones, Latifa will speak at
around 11am, after midday there will be a variety of performances including



some Nepalese dancers, Kiwi Iwi (Middle Eastern/Maori mix dances) and
some Afghan youth will be singing songs from their homeland.

For more information and interviews please contact either

Anne-Marie Reynolds
Regional Manager

RMS Refugee Resettlement
Ph: (03) 366-0497

Or 021 228 2068

Jude Walcott
Communications Coordinator
Ph: (04) 471 1932

021-228 2024



