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Auckland International 
Cultural Festival
Date: Sunday 29 March 
Time: 10 am – 5 pm
Venue:   Wesley Park – between

Sandringham Rd and May Rd

The Auckland International Cultural Festival, organised by Auckland City Council 
in association with Refugee Services, celebrates Auckland’s cultural diversity. 
People from more than 40 nations celebrate their music, dance, fl avours and arts 
and crafts at this increasingly popular one day free global village festival. Last 
year an estimated 40,000 people enjoyed a truly great day of continuous cultural 
performances and an array of food and crafts from all over the world.

Refugee Services will also present the World Stories Tent with its theme  “People 
Who Make a Diff erence”,  which will showcase the work of some extraordinary 
people who help others in need  Former refugees helping with innovative projects 
in their communities in Auckland or back in their own country, visionaries who create 
projects to support community development here or overseas, and of course our own 
Refugee Services volunteers.

Dawit Arshak in action
Dawit Arshak, who came to New Zealand as a UN quota refugee from Ethiopia, will be 
speaking about his experience of returning to Ethiopia with Habitat for Humanity, an 
organisation that seeks to eliminate poverty housing and homelessness from the world 
and to make decent shelter a matter of conscience and action.

We rely on our volunteers to really make the transition 

for refugees arriving in New Zealand as straightforward 

as it can possibly be. It isn’t always easy. 

However, it is generally always interesting and as 
we expand our services, we would love it if you would 
continue to support us (or join our volunteer team if 
you have not signed up already).

As many of you know, the refugee families arrive in 
New Zealand every two months to fi ll our agreed annual 
quota with United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) of 750 people. They spend six weeks in an 
orientation programme at the Mangere Refugee Centre 
before entering our community. 

Our next training will be for the May quota and we 
encourage you to become part of our volunteer team, or 
pass the information on to your friends and colleagues.

Some of the ways you can volunteer with us:

•  Six months assigned to a new arrived family 
(you are in a team)

•  Re-volunteer on a short term assignment 
(2-3 months), or as part of our mobile team.

Training to be a volunteer is approximately 18 hours 
and following placement you can qualify for our 
NZQA Certifi cate in Refugee Resettlement.

Our next round of training for the families 
arriving in May is:

May Intake (TM60)

Wed 29 April 6.30pm – 9.00 pm

Wed 6 May 6.30pm – 9.00 pm

Wed 13 May 6.30pm – 9.00 pm

Wed 20 May 6.30pm – 9.00 pm

Sat 23 May 9.30 am – 3.30 pm

Wed 27 May 6.30pm – 9.00 pm

This comprehensive training is followed by two more 
meetings before departure date, and four meetings once 
the family are in their homes.

Other areas where volunteers are needed:

•  Various roles at the Refugee Centre in Mangere, 
where the refugee families live for their fi rst six 
weeks during orientation.

• Help the smooth running of our furniture warehouse.

Contact Teresa Marinovich on 09 621 1103 or email 
teresa.marinovich@refugeeservices.org.nz

Remember to tell your friends about us!

Dawit Arshak in action

Volunteering with Refugee Services


