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SUMMARY

© This paper outlines key immigration events tha¢ hmpacted upon New Zealand society singe
1840. Apart from their impact on society, theset®bave influenced policy-making, thus
helping to shape both contemporary and future Malazd. The paper first outlines pre-1840Q
New Zealand before describing later events. Eaentssted chronologically under six headings
that summarise key historical trends. Key conclssinciude

O Assisted migration had a significant role in stplaw Zealand society, especially from the [L9
century to the mid!20century.

© Historically, the United Kingdom and Europe hasw the major contributors of migrants.
However, the ethnicity of migrants has become diveese since the late!2@entury.

© Immigration criteria increasingly emphasised skills talents rather than countries of origin
(such as the United Kingdom) from the latet@ntury.

New Zealand pre-1840

The Mori people of Aotearoa (New Zealand) are desagnidalyhesian peoples who had arrived by 1300 AD.
There is debate over the precise date and theafwabsels, blé Ara + the Encyclopedia of New Zealand
refers to ocean-going waka (canoes) having goduniengethe 1200s from east Polynesia to lawd on N
Zealand!s coast. Fifty years after Captain Jakisa€ival in 1769 less than 200 Europeantléddnssew
Zealand, whereas there were around 100000@Mearly as 1792, whalers arrived as tewipioasy and

the first mission station was set up by SamdehMées his arrival under the auspices ofliten/Qigurch
Missionary Society in 1814. During the lateh&82@sher of nondvi living in New Zealand began to

increase, and by 1839 totalled about 2,000n{Nhbered about 100,000). Two-thirds ligedartitHsland

with a large majority being single men. An dQ0nagecent were of British background and afntoss

seven in ten were English.

Early assisted European settlement and restrictoon€hinese

1840
Approximately 1,000 English settlers arrivefir st weeve of the New Zealand Company setflement o
Wellington. Of the 18,000 settlers who camefdbraddlritain between 1840 and 1852, abouart,€00
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through the Company or its successors. Asd rsspdlicy, by 1852 there were approximaty 28,
Europeans in New Zealand.

1860s
The gold rush brought an influx of migrantsstratireAu

1866
New Zealand admitted its first Chinese marketrgarde

1867
Legislation was passed to prevent the introdtectimw Zealand of convicted felons and othves pers
undergoing sentence of transportation.

1870

The Immigration and Public Works Act 1870 wiathpaxpanded programme of immigration arvdopksblic
associated with Colonial Treasurer Julius Vidgethidran Agent General was appointed in iendoe o
agents acting for various provinces.

1873
The Government offered free passage to Europgamisam

1874
The biggest year in th& d&ntury for immigration as 32,118 assistes aettled.

1875
The annual migrant intake declined to less@bandr®] the following year fell further td~500001.888 to
1891 only 764 assisted migrants were broughZealdad.
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Landing immigrants at Lyttelton, N_Z, 1870s. From Alexander Turnbull
Library.
Reference Number: PUBL_0119 1878 _13.TIF

Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand

1881
The regulation of Chinese immigration comménitexd@Vitnese Immigrants Act 1881.

Immigration Chronology Parliamentary Library Research Paper 2008/01 ‘



1882
The Imbecile Passengers Act 1882 required arbdhd frerson responsible for a ship that disaengrge
person “lunatic, idiotic, deaf, dumb, blimchdwimd might become a charge on public olelasitakions.

1890s
High numbers of Dalmatian immigrants began arriving

1890
The New Zealand Government discontinued tleegiridetic Zealand residents nominating partoqlér pe
such as near relatives, for concessional paksaggseintroduced in a modified form in 1906.

1892
For the first time since assisted-passage sckhesiasraduced in the 1870s, there were no asigisiats.
It was not until 1903 that assisted passagegaiwedfared.

1899
The Immigration Restriction Act 1899 furthleedeSsiatic immigration. Prohibited immighradésiiany
"idiot! or "insane! person, as well as thosg Judfercontagious diseases.

Continued assisted migration and end of Chinesicé®ns

1907

The Chinese Immigrants Amendment Act 1907 gxpradslty that it was not lawful for any Chila@skino
New Zealand until it had been proven to thetigatisfahe Collector of Customs that theyleéoeradd a
printed passage of not less than 100 wordsngfligtel&nguage selected at the discretion alfeti®IC

1919
About 3,000 wives of New Zealand soldiers vettbaberaid and their 600 children arrived during the
demobilisation after World War One.

The Undesirable Immigrants Exclusion Act 13h® g#éveney#General the power to prohibititigeifand
New Zealand of undesirable, disaffected, or missmyes and to order such persons to leave.

1920
The Immigration Restriction Amendment Act 18R0gardlce principle of free entry for peojisiobBirish
birth or descent. Other nationalities were afitwexhly at the discretion of the Minister.

1923

From 1923 applications for naturalisation coalielte the Minister of Internal Affairs byralieBsitons) of
"good character! who had lived in New Zealaled$otlaee years, had "an adequate knowlkddengfish
language!, and did not have any "disability!.

1927147
The number of people who received assistancatéotoniew Zealand was limited. Only 50 immigrants
received financial assistance over the decadshth9ME.

1928
From 1928 people who had been naturalised ainythbetenpire automatically became British suljewts
Zealand. Conversely, anyone naturalised in [dad &galyed the rights of British subjects angwhnere
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Empire. People seeking to be naturalised hadlivedan the Empire for five years and in Newl Zaraat
least one year before they applied.

1934
From 1934 thax on Chinese immigrants was waived by the dfli@isteoms (it was finally repealed in 1944).

1944
New Zealand accepted 82 adult and 755 child fedng®&oland.

Palish refugees on board the "General Randall” in Wellington harbour on
the day they arrived in New Zealand, taken by John Dobree Pascoe,
1908-1972

Reference Number: 003624.TIF
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand

1945

A Dominion Population Committee was appointhdways of increasing the country!s population. Th
Committee supported migration, preferably &amoBtitose who could work in secondary anmyd terti
industries.

Post!World War Two assisted settlement

1947

The Government introduced an assisted-passagd@cBeitish and Irish citizens. British erraervic
received the most favourable treatment. Childtiomiigought 530 children to New Zealandhieesoheeine
ended in 1953. In 1950 the policy was amendeudtohexcategories of British citizens eligilslkedtance. It
also provided for pacts with other countriesfgrétion of single men and women aged 28ats.35 y

1948
The British Nationality and New Zealand Citen$8#48 gave New Zealand citizenship toraliN=ure
Zealand residents who had been either borratisedts British subjects.

1949152
The Government accepted 4,582 displaced Eurmpefaugeas. The Government also accepted displaced
persons who arrived on International Refugesa@ugastiips.
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A group of immigrant women arriving off the ship "Aflantis’, & June 1951
From Photographic Archive.

Reference Number: 114_308_08.TIF
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand

1952

The number of Dutch immigrants arriving incosaseslin 1950-1951 to over 2,700 as a resaljreeament
with the Netherlands. The peak years were betyw&861)and June 1954, when an intake of 1fI&83 se
was recorded.

1956
Following an uprising in Hungary the Governesshtaagrquota of 1,000 Hungarian refugees.taleagquo
later increased to 1,300.

1959

New Zealand became one of the first counteiegardho accept refugee families with "haddiceppleers.
"Handicapped! refugees were those regardedasditiedfor various reasons. These inclueaithill h
disability, advanced age, or having large ndfrdbpendent children.

1960
Immigration policies were changed to alloweetafitnore skilled workers for essential imdustrie

1962
From January 1962, all persons other than Ned dgaéms were required to be in possessioy o emits
before landing in New Zealand.
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Tokelavan women Asic Galo and Sarca Lafu, working at the Public
Service Boys' Hostel since thay arrived in Mew Zealand three weeks
earlier, 14 Feb 1863, From Photographic Archive.

Reference Number: EP_1963_0437.TIF
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand

1964

The Immigration Act 1964 largely consolidateictiséricture of immigration law. The concepibitepl
immigrants was retained and, unless specitiogptedxall persons entering New Zealand wezé tednaild
a permit (British, Canadian and Irish citizeimstimlyeexempted but from 1974 also caméeipeemit
system). A pre-condition to removal from Ned &aalprosecution for an offence under thevAactipoon
and the making of an order by the Court thianther dfe deported.

1970
A special Samoa immigration quota was introdadeition to those entering under normal ioymigrati
arrangements up to 1,100 Samoans were allowgrdritelepermanent residence annually.

1973

In response to a labour shortage in the ear)yah%&ssted passage scheme and publicitgttonégteants
contributed to a record inflow of immigran® amd 9B74. Many of these migrants were froaifithe Pa
Islands. However, by this time the labour shadtagsed, and the Government started a majasfrevie
immigration policy.

The Trans-Tasman Travel Arrangement alloweadrAasttdew Zealand citizens to enter eactcotheriss
(to visit, live, work or remain indefinitely} iéthiag to apply for a permit.
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Tighter regulations and end of assisted migration

1974

The first 112 Vietnamese refugees were accepyquedpte fled Vietnam and Cambodia in the 19788 on
and often unseaworthy vessels. These peoplédlecetbaa people!. In 1977, 412 "boat peoplkdeatited

in New Zealand.

The Government!s review of immigration polétgasas.rThe review led to the end of unrestdetesdfor
British immigrants. It reaffirmed the free addessZealand of those born in the Cook IslaydsndNi
Tokelau. It also stated that Western Samoariasra termerly administered by New Zealaadspfeslidl
place in the policy. Australians continued tofestected access. Other immigrants had torappldence
under family, humanitarian, refugee or geneds.dgrba General Category required immigrasel¢otbd
from traditional source countries (mostly ir).Hureslection criteria included skills afidadjioals.

\ielnamese family reunited in Waikanae, 12 May 1979, From
Photographic Archive.

Reference Number: EP_1979 1669 8.TIF
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand

1975

Assisted immigration ended. In the preceding 20vee®82,000 assisted and subsidised migtarts/bd.
Of these, 93 percent were British and 4 peredhtitwler The rest were Austrians, Danes, Gewisms, S
Greeks and other Europeans.

1976
Following attempts from 1972 to locate and algpesidhs with expired work-permits the Govepemeat
a register to allow illegal immigrants to lggatiseatus without penalty.

1977
The Citizenship Act 1977 imposed the same ratpioeral people who applied for citizenskiptby gr
regarding length of residence in New Zealarudeicheard knowledge of the English language.

1978
The Government announced that from Februaryarytesisptors would no longer be permitted uolessk
they had specific authority.
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1982

The Privy Council reinterpreted the 1923 andtig?B&ionality and Status of Aliens (in Neavd ZAets.
These allowed for the naturalisation of reditféessesn Samoa, who were exempted from theglishal E
language requirement. The Privy Council ridddkatern Samoans born between 1924 and 1®4Ristere
subjects. The Citizenship (Western Samoa) Asel@Baed the Privy Council ruling. Howevesteth W
Samoan citizens who were in New Zealand onrb#e3ei182, and those subsequently granted permanent
residence, became entitled to New Zealand igitizensh

1985
The first working holiday scheme was introdecsithefe was between New Zealand and Japan.

Migrant categories and increased focus on skillegants

1986

The Immigration Policy Review of 1986 symbuohg@mdchange from the earlier focus on natindaitynic
origin as the basis for admitting immigranasl afishes any person who met specified edydtatsimass,
professional, age, or asset requirements wadratterl regardless of race or nationality.-revietiu
came the Immigration Act 1987. This discarded@oniry criteria, although Australian citdénstaalian
permanent residents could still enter New ZealgnMigrants who applied for residence uGkreisd
Category had to have skills contained in thetiOraupsority List to be approved for resikiBuos@ess
Immigration Policy also allowed migrants witthpsawess ability and investment capital tegtedacc

1989
June # The Minister of Immigration confirmedvtdaaNind would accept a target of up to lg&0Rihede
refugees over the next three years. More tharfa@@s had resettled in New Zealand since 1977.

1990
December # The Minister of Immigration annatrec@tking party was to be established tmadhise
implementation of the Government!s immigration poli

1991

March # The working party!s report on immigsatompleted. The recommendations includednesylate
the occupational priority list with a points siggteen controls on investment by businesssntigean
establishment of a marketing section to promaealded as a destination for migrants and gnprovin
relationships between the service and consanthetepnger measures to ensure better comjiance w
immigration laws and to deal with "over-stayers!.

November # The Immigration Amendment Act 198tbaHfeet. A formal right of appeal agaimstddecli
residence applications was enshrined in ledlatierdirst time. The Act established twodethe @ppeal
bodies (the Residence Appeal Authority and thal Rewiew Authority). Potential migrants chulthdep
the General, Business Investment, Humanitafr@miiyn€ategories. The General Category wasd tgplac
the General Skills Category in 1995.

1995

July # Policy changes announced included: gamue definition of investment; and the requisemen
statutory registration of professionals segkagit@ in New Zealand (such as doctors) apgrdipeiate
statutory body before they could gain poirgs tpratfifications.

1997
New Zealand reduced its refugee quota from&0@ &%y@ and agreed to pay travel costs.
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1998
May # The Immigration (Migrant Levy) Amend&®98 Adtoduced the migrant levy.

October # Key policy changes were announceihclinesa: the abolishment of the English larandage b
introduced in 1995 and replacement with preepuEctgdish language training; recognition o€ all wo
experience for General Skills Category poimtEranepreneur Category for residence; a nearinong-T
Business Visa; a new Investor Category to hepBusiniess Investor Category; and streamliegseprimr
investors.

1999

April # Under the Immigration Amendment AcerEO®@reh faster removal procedures for people in Ne
Zealand unlawfully without a permit. The Aghtdsed judicial review procedures, and pretatatbey
base for the determination of refugee statwsdareme with New Zealand!s obligations undgt tHaitedl
Nations Convention Relating to the Status oéRRefuge

Focus on talents and skills

2000
January # The establishment of a Ministeriay Azhagp to advise the Immigration Ministergoatiormmi
policy and settlement issues was announced.

June # The Government indicated the numbemgfNétiday Visas would double to 20,000 plyess.per

2001

September # The Government announced changeaytdttmanaged residence approvals with thetiatrod
of the New Zealand Immigration Programme. Tysemset the total number of residence approvals a
45,000 each year for the next three yearsintredswed three residence approval streamsrttatop
independently of each other.

December # Under announced immigration irti@tieas Visa was to be introduced wherebyeaccredit
employers could recruit highly talented andnskiliddals to boost their access to globahskidtewledge.

2002
February # Migrants seeking residence startet/éoa@oints premium for job offers that evexet tel their
qualifications or work experience.

July # The Pacific Access Category (a permadentceemnual quota) was established. The Rafuigee F
Sponsored Category was added to the Internat@mdaddian Stream.

2003

November # Cabinet agreed to the national lomn8gtd&ément Strategy for migrants, refugdesrand t
families. The Strategy!s six goals for migraefsigees included the obtaining of employnogriatppo
their qualifications and skills.

December # The Skilled Migrant Category comntenpeticy promoted the active recruitmeredf skill
migrants to New Zealand.

2004
May # The Immigration Settlement Strategy wasezhithis aimed to help migrants settle better by
addressing issues such as access to educationhbesing and employment.
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August # Measures aimed at enabling Pacifiquisiasdo be filled were announced. These iswittded
verification of job offers and the release gilgoesathroughout the year rather than duong jusinth.

2005

April # The Citizenship Amendment Act 2005drttieeatzndard period of residence in New Zeaiahdele
years to five years, and removed the provispecitdrireatment for the spouses of New Zéiakamsl Gihis
meant that applicants for the grant of citindrshipre married to New Zealand citizens weqldréé to
meet the five-year residency period.

The Passports Amendment Act 2005 reduced thefvadidit passports from ten years to fivajeaesd
information to be disclosed for border secposgguand provided for the cancellation otoafssed New
Zealand passports and travel documents in casemtitieal security was threatened.

2006

January # From 1 January children born in Nad (@eahtathe Cook Islands, Niue or Tokelaedadquir
Zealand citizenship at birth only if at leabtloeie parents was a New Zealand citizen, theastertie in
New Zealand indefinitely in terms of the InmAgtat@87, or was entitled to reside indéfititelZook
Islands, Tokelau or Niue.

2007
May # The Immigration Advisers Licensing Aetj@id0d the mandatory licensing of all imméghasers. It
became an offence to provide immigration adeideaviitense, unless exempt.

July # The revised New Zealand Settlement @aatiegyched. This realigned the 2004 New Zealand
Settlement Strategy to the Government!s strismietiés phrough its Call to Action for settlement

August # The Government!s Immigration Billedda Rétliament. The Bill would replace thatiomigt
1987 and proposed a simplified visa systengxinbeepfbwers to enforce immigration law, dntityh® a
collect and use biometric information.

November # The Active Investor Migrant Polidy Dipereewere three categories: Global Inve&tssidiral
Investor; and General (Active) Investor.

2008

February # Changes to the Skilled Migrant Ghtfsgoed in November 2006 were introduced. The
changes primarily affected the assessment af ashagpicant's job or job offer was 'skillegneempl, and
which qualifications were recognised.

March # A new policy took effect whereby sassieve required for all travel via New Zegjardless of
where the traveller came from or their destimésmthat person was specifically exemptaddsahed!s
immigration policy.

April # The New Zealand#China Free Trade AdfEBR)eximed to make it easier for New Zealahthasd C
nationals to enter each other!s country forrangsipg related to the supply of servicestdrmeinthe FTA
provided for up to 1,800 skilled people frono @rdrnkatemporarily in New Zealand at any amsléntbe
new policies, provided they met the requiremératd ajob offer. It also provided for up tgdu§@eople
from China to be granted a working holiday vigeagac

Birthplaces of New Zealand"s population 1858!2006

Please note that the tables below are notabreptyable given differences in the data sources.
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Birthplaces of people living in New Zealand (éxela§Mori) 1858

Place of birth Number of persons

New Zealand 18,702
England 23,680
Scotland 7,976
Ireland 4,554
Other British Dominions and at sea 1,431
Australian colonies 1,410
Foreign countries 1,342
Wales 233
Unspecified 85

Results of a census of the Colony of New Zéalarfidrtthe night of tileo8 March, 1878, George Didsbury,

Wellington, 1880, p.226.

Ten most common birthplaces of people living inZdaland (exclusive of dfi) 1901

Place of birth Number of personsg
New Zealand 516,106
England 111,964
Scotland 47,858
Ireland 43,524
Australasia, Tasmania, and Fiji 27,215
Germany 4,217
Other British possessions 4,049
China 2,902
Sweden and Norway 2,827
Denmark and possessions 2,120
Other* 9,937

* This is the total population figure of 77Z[utithgxthe total figure of the ten most comnioesou

Results of a census of the Colony of New Zéalarfidrtthe night of the 31st of March, 1878adkhw,

Wellington, 1902, p.124.

Ten most common birthplaces by country of birth 196

Place of birth Number of persons
New Zealand 2,079,3p0*
England 154,869
Scotland 47,078
Australia 35,412
Netherlands 17,844
Northern Ireland 8,983
Republic of Ireland 6,784
Wales 5,811
India 4,753
Western Samoa 4,450
Other** 49,680

* This figure includes New Zealand!s IslamieSe(ttim Cook Islands, 3,374; Niue Islandadd4tth

Tokelau Islands, 23).
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New Zealand Census 18lyme 6 + Birthplaces and duration of resigemsersf born overseas
Department of Statistics, Wellington, 1964, pp.6-7.

** This is the total population figure of 2,424 /@884ng the total figure of the ten most cayumntaes.

Usually resident population by ten most commortieesiof birth 2006

Place of birth Number of persons
New Zealand 2,960,217
England 202,401
People!s Republic of China 78,117
Australia* 62,742
Samoa 50,649
India 43,341
South Africa 41,676
Fiji 37,749
Scotland 29,016
Republic of Korea 28,806
Other** 493,233

Quick stats about culture and identity, Std&stigealand, 18 April 2007. Available from
http://www.stats.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/5F1F87-3E&HD36805-

34503A2C0AF6/0/quickstatsaboutcultureandidentity.pd

* This figure includes the Australian ExteroaleRerr

** This is the total population figure of 4,aX¢/@dithg the total figure of the ten most caramntaes.

Birthplace of Population of New Zealand 1858

Other: Wales and unspecified.

Scotland 13%

Other British
--Dominions and at
sea 2%

mAustraIian
colonies 2%

___Foreign

countries 2%
“---Other 1%
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Other: China, Sweden and Norway, Denmark arsiopsssesl other

Other: Northern Ireland, Republic of IrelandJMlEe8Vestern Samoa, and other
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Suggestions for further reading/links

Gordon McLauchlan, Michael King, Hamish Keiitlij Réadiger, and Laurie Baflher,New Zealand Book of
EventsReed Methuen Publishers Ltd, Auckland, 1986.

Government media releases. Availablgtisdfmww.beehive.govt.nz/

Immigration New Zealand, Department of Lalestif\ &kat!.

Available frohttp://www.immigration.govt.nz/migrant/genesihdemsation/news/

Te Ara + the Encyclopedia of New Zehkaministry for Culture and Heritage.

Available frohttp://www.teara.govt.nz/en
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